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WE SUMMARISED 3 TALKS
THAT PARTICULARLY CAUGHT OUR ATTENTION: RESULTS:

AND AIR TRAFFIC
HIGHLINES

LABELS

FOR EVENTS
RISK ASSESSMENT

In August 2016 the ISA Safety Commission was officially established in Switzerland during the ISA General Assembly.
The roots of the ISA Safety Commission are in the elaboration of scientific knowledge surrounding safe practices and safe gear in slacklining. 

We conducted a public survey with more than 1500 answers in 2015. Safety and risk related topics were mentioned as key concerns all around the world.  
This motivated us to organise the first ISA Safety Event in September 2017 at Moléson (CH). Our goal through this event was to engage with manufacturers, 

engineers and slackliners interested in slackline safety.

Slackline science and slackline practices were the topic through 17 presentations, workshops and debates. 
In total, more than 60 people attended to learn, discuss and build the foundation of a future made of safe slacklining. During the three days we attended 
to rich and stimulating theoretical talks, workshops, common knowledge reflection and discussion about the future of the sport. We had the chance to 

explore a wide variety of subjects, all of which are available to review on the ISA website and the ISA SlackEd Youtube Channel. 
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M r .  L e v y  g a v e  a  t a l k  a b o u t  e t h i c s  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  
i n  a  g r o w i n g  s p o r t .  

F o l l o w i n g  h i s  m a n a g e m e n t  s t u d i e s  h e  l i n k e d  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a  g r o w i n g  s p o r t ,  m a n a g e m e n t  
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  s l a c k l i n i n g .  E x p o s i n g  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e i r  

c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a l l  
s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  a  g r o w i n g  s p o r t  h a v e .  
T h i s  t a l k  s p a r k e d  a  d e b a t e  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
s l a c k l i n i n g  a n d  h o w  w e  n e e d  t o  t r e a t  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  
o f  o u r  s p o r t .

W e  a r e  w o r k i n g  o n  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
g u i d e  t o  r i s k  a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  f e s t i v a l ,  e v e n t  a n d  c o n t e s t  
o r g a n i s e r s .  T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  a  g o o d  r i s k  

a s s e s s m e n t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  o v e r l o o k e d .

I n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  f e s t i v a l s  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  b e  
s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  d u r a b l e  w e  w a n t  t o  h e l p  g u i d i n g  

t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s  w i t h  g o o d  t e m p l a t e s .  A  
w o r k i n g  g r o u p  o n  t h i s  t o p i c  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d .

I n  o r d e r  t o  e m b r a c e  o u r  s a f e t y  v a l u e s ,  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  q u a l i t y  l a b e l s  h a s  a r i s e n .  T h e  

p l a n  i s  t o  t e s t  e q u i p m e n t  a g a i n s t  c l e a r l y  o u t l i n e d  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e n  a w a r d  a n  a p p r o v a l  l a b e l  t o  

e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  m e e t s  a  d e f i n e d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  G e a r  
a n d  k i t s  c a n  t h e n  f i n a l l y  b e  c o m p a r e d  a m o n g s t  e a c h  

o t h e r .  L a b e l s  i n v o l v e  o n g o i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  
r e s e a r c h ,  m a t e r i a l  t e s t i n g  a n d  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  t o  m a k e  

g r o u n d e d  d e c i s i o n s .  

A s  a  c o n c l u s i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  e v e n t ,  t h e  k e y  l a b e l s  
w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n  d r a f t s  o n  a r e :

S T A R T E R  K I T S ,  W E B B I N G  A N D  W E B B I N G  L O C K E R S .

W e  h a v e  j u s t  r e v i e w e d  a n d  a n a l y s e d  a l l  o f  t h e  
s u b m i s s i o n s  t o  t h e  S l a c k l i n e  A c c i d e n t  a n d  

I n c i d e n t  R e p o r t i n g  f o r m  t h i s  y e a r .  

A n a l y s i n g  t h i s  d a t a  h a s  p r o v e d  e x t r e m e l y  h e l p f u l  a t  
h i g h l i g h t i n g  k e y  a r e a s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d .  

W e  h a v e  m a d e  s e v e r a l  a d v i s o r i e s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
b a s e d  o n  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o .  

T h i s  w o r k  i s  o n g o i n g  a n d  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g a t h e r  d a t a  
f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  P l e a s e  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y o n e  t o  f i l l  

o u t  S I A R  r e p o r t s !

M r .  B u c k i n g h a m  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
c a r a b i n e r s  i n  s l a c k l i n i n g  a n d  c o m m o n  f o r m s  o f  
t h e i r  u s e  a n d  p o s s i b l e  m i s u s e  i n  r i g g i n g  
s l a c k l i n e s .
D u r i n g  h i s  t a l k  h e  e x a m i n e d  c o n c e r n s  a n d  
e x p l a i n e d  s o m e  b a s i c s  b e h i n d  c a r a b i n e r s  
a n d  h o w  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  

d e s i g n s  a f f e c t  t h e i r  u s e  i n  s l a c k l i n i n g .  H e  f u r t h e r  
f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  b r e a k i n g  l o a d  d u e  t o  
g e o m e t r i c a l  m i s u s e  a n d  c y c l i c  l o a d i n g  f a t i g u e .

H i s  t a l k  r a i s e d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e b a t e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
t a l k .

REPORTS
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IN SLACKLINING
CARABINERS

ETHICS IN SLACKLINING
LEADERSHIP AND 

http://slacklineinternational.org/ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd1Lx0jPR4e2B6nSxnntuTw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXj_DtQzvJs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXj_DtQzvJs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbIokZzvBoA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8IWdMRc3aw

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScba4FhKiKDSHhJshl6DBOVQkOKeXri14XnJVz4S6CydRvq3g/viewform
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M r .  R o n a c h e r  g a v e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  h i g h l i g h t i n g  
s o m e  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  l i n k i n g  h i g h l i n e s  a n d  a i r  
t r a f f i c .  A f t e r  e x p o s i n g  a n d  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  b i g g e s t  
c o n c e r n s  a n d  f i e l d s  o f  c o n f l i c t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a i r  
t r a f f i c  f o r  s l a c k l i n e r s ,  h e  o f f e r e d  h i s  t i m e  t o  
a n s w e r  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  b r o u g h t  f r o m  t h e  
a u d i e n c e .  H e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
e n d a n g e r m e n t  g o e s  b o t h  w a y s ,  a n d  t h a t  

m u t u a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  a n d  
s l a c k l i n e r s  w i l l  b e  t h e  b e s t  c o u r s e  t o  a v o i d  a c c i d e n t s .  
T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  t a l k  i s  a l r e a d y  v i s i b l e  i n  m a n y  
c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  w o r k  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  a i r  s p a c e  t r a f f i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  
a n d  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  h e l i c o p t e r  a n d  a i r  r e s c u e  
i n t e r e s t s  g r o u p s .
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXj_DtQzvJs

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScba4FhKiKDSHhJshl6DBOVQkOKeXri14XnJVz4S6CydRvq3g/viewform


